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Grant Writing for Recycling Training 
 
NMRC hosted a training in Albuquerque on February 24th that aimed to provide tools 
and resources for grant writers working within the recycling field.  Nearly 50 individuals 
attended and speakers included Terry Timme, Sustainability Coordinator for the Town 
of Silver City, who has written a wide range of federal, state, organization and 
foundation grants in his current position as well as for the health sector; Tim Gray, 
Outreach and Administration Section Manager for the NM Environment Department: 
Solid Waste Bureau.  Tim oversees the state Recycling and Illegal Dumping grant 
program; and Sarah Pierpont and English Bird, NMRC staff and the primary grant 
writers for NMRC. 
  
Participants learned about the first phase of grant writing with a focus on planning. 
Writing grants requires an initial understanding of confirming eligibility, understanding 
the grant guidelines, ensuring the proposed project fits within the funding entity’s 
priorities, as well as approvals and grant submission requirements. Attendees were 
encouraged to review previously funded projects to better understand how the funding 
entity has allocated monies in the past. Presenters outlined how initial project and 
budget development help propel the proposal through the planning and approval 
process. Understanding grant compliance was also reviewed. 
 
Additional topics discussed included: Aligning grant proposals with local or state plans, 
resolutions, ordinances, laws or community planning documents; developing existing or 
new partnerships to strengthen proposed grant projects and show long-term 
sustainability; and identifying tactics to address project sustainability and leveraging. 



 

 
The training also addressed including information on why the grant is needed, what the 
goals and objectives are, a time frame for accomplishing tasks and a budget. Budget 
development discussed concepts of in-kind and cash matches, eligible and allowable 
expenses and overall best practices. 
 
Later in the afternoon, Tim Gray discussed the Recycling and Illegal Dumping grant 
program and Terry Timme and English Bird noted a wide range of existing federal, 
state, nonprofit and private foundation grant programs that potentially support recycling 
and solid waste projects.  

  
 

 

The Recycling and Illegal Dumping Grant application is now available. Municipalities, 
Counties, Solid Waste Authorities, Land Grants, and Pueblos, Tribes and Nations are 
encouraged to apply for scrap tire abatement, management and education projects; 
illegal dumping abatement, prevention and education projects; and/or recycling 
infrastructure and education projects. Click here for online application.  

  

 
 

  

 

Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency Outlines Plans for Changes in 
Recycling Processing 

http://recyclenewmexico.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20f154b66325b075ad5d1fe88&id=2f0128ea0e&e=664f5f51a7
http://recyclenewmexico.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20f154b66325b075ad5d1fe88&id=f419e3ae5c&e=664f5f51a7


 

  
Article Originally Entitled: “Clean Sweep” 
February 25, 2015 
By Justin Horwath, Santa Fe Reporter 
 
Inside a small boardroom in the Santa Fe County administrative building on the evening of Feb. 19, the 
Solid Waste Management Agency set into motion sweeping changes to Santa Fe’s recycling program. 
 
This week, the agency that oversees both the recycling center and landfill here expects to finish writing a 
bid to seek a facility outside Santa Fe where the joint city/county agency can ship recyclables. The new 
contract would significantly shift the mission of the agency—known by a pronunciation of its acronym as 
SWaMA—and the Buckman Road Recycling & Transfer Station that it oversees. Officials say they would 
then only use the outdated sorting machinery at the local recycling center as a backup to sift through the 
material. 
 
Cost savings and increasing the dismal countywide recycling rate are the goals behind the decision, which 
could become effective as soon as this summer, officials say.  Click here to continue reading. 
 
NMRC Note: Updated information to this article provided by Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency: 
The Buckman Road Recycling and Transfer Station is not closing, the Agency is looking at outsourcing 
recycling processing operations. It is expected that collected recyclables will still be transferred at the 
transfer station. The reference to waxed cardboard should have been paperboard. The RFP for this 
contract will be announced March 11th. For more information please contact Adam Schlachter, 
aschlachter@sfswma.org. 
   

  

 
 

  

 

 

Special Offer and Save the Date From Resource Recycling 
NMRC members can sign up for free weekly e-newsletters stuffed full of timely recycling 
information.  Resource Recycling focuses on municipal waste recycling issues.  Plastics Recycling Update is 
the only periodical solely looking at plastics recovery and E-Scrap News targets electronics recycling.  Just 
send me an email to jpowell@resource-recycling.com to sign up, and signify which newsletter or newsletters are 
desired. 
 
Also, save the date for the annual Resource Recycling conference, slated for September 28-30 in 
Indianapolis. For more information: www.rrconference.com  

  

http://recyclenewmexico.us10.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=20f154b66325b075ad5d1fe88&id=e61a569bae&e=664f5f51a7
http://recyclenewmexico.us10.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=20f154b66325b075ad5d1fe88&id=81a84bb7a5&e=664f5f51a7
mailto:aschlachter@sfswma.org
mailto:jpowell@resource-recycling.com?subject=Newsletter%20sign-up
http://recyclenewmexico.us10.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=20f154b66325b075ad5d1fe88&id=8fc3e70a7e&e=664f5f51a7


 
 

  

 

Recycling News From Around the Nation 
Cover Story in Massachusetts Magazine Looks at Pay-as-You-Throw as a 
Solution to the State's Garbage Crisis: CommonWealth magazine points out that 
Massachusetts pay-as-you-throw communities-nearly one-third of municipalities in 
the state-throw out just 432 pounds per person per year on average, compared with 
670 pounds in non-PAYT cities and towns. More  
 
City of Loveland, CO Launches Recycling App More 
 
New York City Bans Single Use Styrofoam Products Starting July 2015 More  

 

  

 
 

  
 

  

  

Recycled Paper and Plastics Industry Update  
  
During a recent National Recycling Coalition webinar, experts in the recycled paper and 
plastics industries provided an update on the domestic and global recovered markets. 
Greg Rudder, Editor of PPI Pulp & Paper Week, reported that the slide in recovered fiber 
pricing is due to several factors both domestic and overseas. In the 90’s, dramatic 
economic growth in China fueled very strong export demand for America’s recovered 
paper. This caused prices to skyrocket, but also made it more expensive to produce 
recycled paper in the US. 
 
Now, China’s demand for US paper is down as the country expands domestic collection 
programs. Port congestion on the West Coast and increased quality checks have also 
contributed to lowered pricing of recovered paper headed to China. In the US, eleven new 
paper mills are set to open this year, which will increase US domestic capacity by 2.6 

http://recyclenewmexico.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20f154b66325b075ad5d1fe88&id=199ac83da7&e=664f5f51a7
http://recyclenewmexico.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20f154b66325b075ad5d1fe88&id=7029173f68&e=664f5f51a7
http://recyclenewmexico.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20f154b66325b075ad5d1fe88&id=d9cf2e085b&e=664f5f51a7


 

million tons. Currently, pricing on high fiber grades, like SOP are increasing, while lower 
grades are dropping. Long-range price predictions are difficult to make due to the current 
turmoil in fiber markets. 
 
Mylinda Jacobsen with Envision Plastics was more positive about the current and future of 
plastics pricing. Winter storms in the NE and West Coast port congestion issues will only 
briefly affect high grade plastic bottle pricing. Meanwhile, demand is increasing for PP and 
Rigids as more mills experiment with using these “lower grades”. A very strong domestic 
demand for Rigids, such as trash cans and buckets, has pushed up the price. It is 
expected that there will be continued demand for these materials and possibly for other 
previously tagged lower grades. Ms. Jacobsen stressed the importance of quality, 
especially in a down market, no matter how temporary that downturn may 
be.  Standardized plastic bale specifications remain a huge need as is more education to 
residents – “don’t put it in the bin if it’s just going to be residue.” 
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